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DR. ABDURAHMAN'S ADDRESS
A large meeting of the Coloured people was held in the Milner Hall
on March 21. Dr. Abdurahman, who is the President of the African Poli-
tical Organization as well as a member of the Cape Town Municipality,
had especially come here to attend it. The meeting was presided over
by Mr. Daniel, and the hall was packed, about 500 men attending. Some
Indians too were present, including Mr. Abdul Gani, Mr. Omar Haji
Amod Zaveri, Mr. Haji Ojer Ally, Mr. Gandhi and others.
The following were the main points of Dr. Abdurahman's speech*
PURPOSE OF MEETING
"We have foregathered here today with a view to petitioning His
Majesty about our rights. The petition has already been drawn up and
signatures of all the Coloured people are being obtained. When we in
the Cape learnt of the hardships suffered by you in the Transvaal and
the Orange River Colony, we thought that we should do the best we
could for you. That would be in our interests as well. For, if your rights
are whittled down, the same may well happen to us in the Cape too.
OUR GRIEVANCES
"The Coloured people in the Transvaal and the Orange River Colony
have to suffer many deprivations. But the most important among them
is that they do not have franchise and have been divested of many civil
rights. If we continue in a state of slavery, our condition is bound to
deteriorate from day to day. There is no difference between taxing people
without their consent and stealing their money. If therefore the Coloured
people do not possess the right to franchise, no taxes should be levied
on them.
THE REMEDY
"The best way to end these hardships is now to petition the King-
Emperor. We have done all we could here in South Africa. A new minis-
try has come into power in England, and hopes of these grievances being
remedied have been aroused. If we start putting forth our best efforts,
we shall doubtless obtain our rights gradually.
"We are worthy of these rights. The greatest hero of the South
African War was Esau who sacrificed his life out of loyalty to the British.
When the majority of the Boers opposed the British Government, the
Coloured people remained single-mindedly loyal In the Cape, the Coloured
people have the right of franchise just as the whites have and they have
never misused it. If it is true that the war, as British officials have
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